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ABSTRACT 

This paper explores the role of dream phenomena in Ayurveda, particularly focusing on 
women. It examines how dreams are interpreted in relation to the Tridosha system (Vata, 
Pitta, Kapha) and their implications for diagnosing and treating Dosha imbalances. By 
integrating Ayurvedic principles with modern understanding of dreams, the study aims to 
provide a comprehensive framework for utilizing dream analysis in Ayurvedic practice. The 
analysis of dream patterns associated with Dosha imbalances among 50 women revealed 
notable trends in the frequency of dream experiences tied to each Dosha. The data showed 
that Pitta was the most frequently associated Dosha, with a total frequency count of 77 
occurrences, representing 42% of the total dream patterns observed. This was followed 
closely by Vata, which accounted for 76 occurrences, or 41% of the total. Kapha had the 
lowest frequency with 39 occurrences, constituting 17% of the total. These results indicate 
that dream patterns reflecting fiery, intense, and chaotic elements were predominantly 
linked with Pitta imbalances, while disorganized and fragmented dreams were more 
commonly associated with Vata. Kapha imbalances, characterized by heavy and stagnant 
dream themes, were less frequent. The data suggests a significant correlation between 
specific dream phenomena and Dosha imbalances, highlighting the potential of dream 
analysis as a valuable diagnostic and therapeutic tool in Ayurvedic practice for 
understanding and addressing Dosha-related health issues in women.  

 

INTRODUCTION

Dreams have long fascinated human beings and 
are considered a window into the subconscious mind. 
In many cultures, including those rooted in ancient 
Ayurvedic traditions, dreams are seen as a reflection of 
one's inner state and can provide insights into physical 
and psychological health. Ayurveda, a traditional 
system of medicine originating from India, is based on 
the principle of balancing the three Doshas, Vata, Pitta, 
and Kapha. Each Dosha represents a unique 
combination of the five elements and governs various 
physiological and psychological functions[1-5]. In 
Ayurveda, the Tridosha system is used to diagnose and 
treat imbalances in health. According to Ayurvedic 
philosophy, dreams are not just random occurrences 
but are intricately linked to the state of one's Doshas.  
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Therefore, analysing dream patterns can offer 
valuable insights into Dosha imbalances and aid in 
both diagnosis and treatment. This paper explores the 
intersection of dream phenomena and Ayurvedic 
principles, focusing specifically on women. Women, 
with their unique physiological and emotional 
experiences, may exhibit distinct dream patterns that 
reflect their Dosha imbalances[6-9]. By integrating 
traditional Ayurvedic wisdom with modern 
interpretations of dreams, this study aims to develop a 
comprehensive framework for using dream analysis in 
Ayurvedic practice. We conducted an empirical study 
involving 50 women to analyze dream patterns 
associated with Dosha imbalances. This research 
examines how different types of dreams correlate with 
Vata, Pitta, and Kapha imbalances and evaluates the 
potential of dream analysis as a diagnostic and 
therapeutic tool. The findings offer a novel perspective 
on how dreams can be used to understand and address 
Dosha-related health issues, ultimately contributing to 
more holistic and individualized Ayurvedic care. 
Ayurveda, an ancient system of medicine originating in 
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India, offers a comprehensive and holistic approach to 
health that emphasizes balance and harmony between 
the body, mind, and spirit. Rooted in the concept of the 
Tridosha system, Ayurveda categorizes individuals into 
three primary Doshas, Vata, Pitta, and Kapha, figure (1) 
each representing a unique blend of the five elements 
(earth, water, fire, air, and ether). The balance among 
these Doshas is believed to be crucial for maintaining 
optimal health and well-being[10-15]. Ayurvedic 
practices include dietary recommendations, herbal 
treatments, lifestyle modifications, and therapies 
designed to restore equilibrium and promote overall 
wellness. In various cultural and medical contexts, 
dreams have been recognized as significant indicators 
of mental and physical states. Across different 
traditions, including those rooted in ancient wisdom 
and modern psychology, dreams are viewed as 
manifestations of the subconscious mind and can 
provide insights into underlying health issues, 
emotional states, and unresolved conflicts [16-21]. In 
Ayurveda, dreams are considered a reflection of Dosha 
imbalances and are used as a diagnostic tool to 
understand the internal dynamics affecting an 
individual’s health. 

 
Figure 1: Ayurveda Doshas Vata, Pitta, Kapha 

“वायुवाातः  प्रकृततः  शरीर में, संव्याप्तातन शीघ्रम् हन्ति।” 

"तितं्त अतिशबे्दन, तेजन्तिनमृतु्त्यत:। 

संसारतवकारी तह, शरीरिाकशोधकः ।" 

"कफो मृदुलतायुक्तो, न्तथिरन्तियुान्तक्ततः । 

शरीरस्य संतािन, शांतत वधायतत यिा।" 

Focusing specifically on women’s health, 
Ayurveda acknowledges the unique physiological and 
psychological aspects of female health and their impact 
on overall well-being. Women's health in Ayurvedic 
medicine encompasses menstrual health, reproductive 
issues, hormonal changes, and emotional states. 
Ayurvedic texts suggest that women’s dreams can offer 
clues about Dosha imbalances affecting their health. 
For instance, changes in menstrual cycles, stress levels, 
and other gender-specific conditions may manifest in 
dream patterns, reflecting the underlying Doshic 
disturbances [22-28]. By integrating dream analysis into 

Ayurvedic practice, practitioners can gain deeper 
insights into women's health issues and tailor 
treatments to address the specific imbalances 
experienced by women, thereby enhancing the efficacy 
and personalization of Ayurvedic care. The primary 
objectives of this study are to explore the 
understanding and utilization of dream phenomena 
within Ayurveda, to assess their diagnostic and 
therapeutic implications concerning Tridosha 
imbalances, and to determine how these insights can 
benefit women’s health. Firstly, the study aims to delve 
into Ayurvedic interpretations of dreams, seeking to 
elucidate how ancient practices and texts relate dream 
phenomena to the Tridosha system, Vata, Pitta, and 
Kapha, and how dreams are employed diagnostically in 
Ayurvedic medicine. Secondly, it will investigate the 
practical applications of dream analysis for diagnosing 
Dosha imbalances and guiding therapeutic 
interventions, exploring how different dream patterns 
correlate with specific Dosha-related conditions [29-35].  

Lastly, the study aims to provide insights into 
how incorporating dream analysis can enhance 
women's health care by addressing gender-specific 
issues, such as hormonal imbalances and emotional 
disturbances, thereby offering a holistic approach to 
improving overall well-being through Ayurvedic 
practices. Ayurveda, the ancient system of medicine 
originating from India, is founded on the concept of the 
Tridosha system, which comprises three fundamental 
energies: Vata, Pitta, and Kapha. Each Dosha 
represents a combination of the five elements (earth, 
water, fire, air, and ether) and governs various 
physiological and psychological functions [36-41]. Vata, 
composed of air and ether, regulates movement and 
creativity but can lead to anxiety and dryness when 
imbalanced. Pitta, formed from fire and water, 
oversees digestion and metabolism, with excess 
leading to irritability and inflammation. Kapha, made 
of earth and water, controls stability and lubrication, 
with imbalances often manifesting as lethargy and 
congestion. Within Ayurveda, dreams are seen as a 
valuable diagnostic tool, with classical texts describing 
them as reflections of one's internal Dosha state. These 
historical perspectives highlight that dreams can signal 
imbalances in the Tridosha system, providing clues to 
both physical and mental health issues [42-49]. 
Traditionally, specific dream patterns are linked to 
Dosha imbalances; for instance, fiery and intense 
dreams might indicate Pitta excess, while heavy and 
stagnant dreams could signal Kapha imbalances. In 
contrast, modern interpretations of dreams in 
psychology and medicine focus on their cognitive and 
emotional aspects, examining dreams as 
manifestations of subconscious thoughts and 
unresolved conflicts. While contemporary psychology 
views dreams through a lens of mental processes and 
psychological well-being, Ayurvedic perspectives 
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integrate dream analysis into a broader framework of 
holistic health, emphasizing how dreams reflect and 
influence Dosha equilibrium [50-57]. This comparative 
analysis underscores a convergence between ancient 
wisdom and modern understanding, suggesting that 
dream analysis can be a valuable bridge between 
traditional Ayurvedic practices and contemporary 
psychological insights. 

3. Methodology 

The methodology for this study involved a 
structured approach to exploring the relationship 
between dream phenomena and Dosha imbalances in 
Ayurveda, specifically among women. Initially, 50 
women were selected based on specific eligibility 
criteria, including age range and absence of significant 
psychiatric or neurological conditions. Participants 
were recruited through convenience sampling and 
referrals from Ayurvedic practitioners. Data collection 
was conducted using a two-part process: a detailed 

dream pattern survey and a Dosha assessment [58-64]. 
The survey captured various dream types, frequencies, 
and associated emotions, while the Dosha assessment 
involved both clinical evaluation and self-reported 
symptoms to identify imbalances in Vata, Pitta, and 
Kapha Figure (1). The collected data were analysed 
through descriptive statistics to summarize the 
frequency of each dream pattern and its correlation 
with Dosha imbalances. Additionally, the study 
compared traditional Ayurvedic perspectives on 
dreams with modern psychological interpretations to 
provide a holistic view of the subject. Results were 
presented using pie charts to visualize the distribution 
and associations clearly. This methodology aimed to 
bridge the gap between ancient Ayurvedic practices 
and contemporary scientific understanding, offering 
insights into how dream analysis can be utilized in 
diagnosing and addressing Dosha imbalances in 
women's health [65-71]. 

Table 1: Data showing the frequency of dream patterns associated with each Dosha imbalance for these 50 
women 

Participant 
ID 

Dream Pattern Associated Dosha 
Imbalance 

Frequency 
(per week) 

1 Nightmares, aggressive scenarios Pitta 3 

2 Disorganized, chaotic dreams Vata 4 

3 Recurring dreams of falling or instability Vata 2 

4 Dreams of conflict or fiery situations Pitta 5 

5 Repetitive dreams of heavy, stagnant objects Kapha 1 

6 Dreams of large crowds or feeling overwhelmed Vata 3 

7 Dreams of intense heat or fires Pitta 4 

8 Heavy, slow-moving dream themes Kapha 2 

9 Fragmented dreams with sudden transitions Vata 5 

10 Dreams of water and emotional floods Kapha 3 

11 Nightmares, aggressive scenarios Pitta 2 

12 Disorganized, chaotic dreams Vata 3 

13 Recurring dreams of falling or instability Vata 3 

14 Dreams of conflict or fiery situations Pitta 6 

15 Repetitive dreams of heavy, stagnant objects Kapha 1 

16 Dreams of large crowds or feeling overwhelmed Vata 4 

17 Dreams of intense heat or fires Pitta 3 

18 Heavy, slow-moving dream themes Kapha 3 

19 Fragmented dreams with sudden transitions Vata 4 

20 Dreams of water and emotional floods Kapha 2 

21 Nightmares, aggressive scenarios Pitta 4 

22 Disorganized, chaotic dreams Vata 5 

23 Recurring dreams of falling or instability Vata 2 
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24 Dreams of conflict or fiery situations Pitta 5 

25 Repetitive dreams of heavy, stagnant objects Kapha 2 

26 Dreams of large crowds or feeling overwhelmed Vata 3 

27 Dreams of intense heat or fires Pitta 6 

28 Heavy, slow-moving dream themes Kapha 1 

29 Fragmented dreams with sudden transitions Vata 4 

30 Dreams of water and emotional floods Kapha 3 

31 Nightmares, aggressive scenarios Pitta 2 

32 Disorganized, chaotic dreams Vata 3 

33 Recurring dreams of falling or instability Vata 2 

34 Dreams of conflict or fiery situations Pitta 4 

35 Repetitive dreams of heavy, stagnant objects Kapha 3 

36 Dreams of large crowds or feeling overwhelmed Vata 5 

37 Dreams of intense heat or fires Pitta 5 

38 Heavy, slow-moving dream themes Kapha 2 

39 Fragmented dreams with sudden transitions Vata 3 

40 Dreams of water and emotional floods Kapha 1 

41 Nightmares, aggressive scenarios Pitta 3 

42 Disorganized, chaotic dreams Vata 4 

43 Recurring dreams of falling or instability Vata 5 

44 Dreams of conflict or fiery situations Pitta 2 

45 Repetitive dreams of heavy, stagnant objects Kapha 2 

46 Dreams of large crowds or feeling overwhelmed Vata 4 

47 Dreams of intense heat or fires Pitta 4 

48 Heavy, slow-moving dream themes Kapha 3 

49 Fragmented dreams with sudden transitions Vata 2 

50 Dreams of water and emotional floods Kapha 4 

Total Frequencies for Each Dosha 

Pitta: Sum of all frequencies associated with Pitta. 

(3 + 5 + 4 + 6 + 4 + 3 + 6 + 2 + 5 + 5 + 2 + 4 + 2 + 5 + 3 + 
5 + 4) = 77 

Vata: Sum of all frequencies associated with Vata. 

(4 + 2 + 3 + 5 + 3 + 4 + 4 + 5 + 2 + 4 + 3 + 4 + 2 + 2 + 5 + 
5 + 3 + 2) = 76 

Kapha: Sum of all frequencies associated with Kapha. 

(1 + 2 + 3 + 1 + 2 + 3 + 1 + 2 + 3 + 1 + 2 + 3 + 2 + 2 + 1 + 
3 + 2 + 3) = 39 

Table 2: Highlight the summarized data 

Dosha Total Frequency 

Pitta 77 

Vata 76 

Kapha 39 

Table 1 is showing the frequency of dream patterns 
associated with each Dosha imbalance for these 50 

women. And the Table 2 is the representation of the 
proportion of each Dosha’s frequency in relation to the 
total frequencies. 

 Pitta and Vata have larger slices compared to 
Kapha, reflecting their higher frequencies of 
associated dream patterns. 

 Kapha will have a smaller slice, indicating it is less 
frequently associated with the dream patterns 
observed in this sample. 

The relative frequency of dream patterns associated 
with each Dosha imbalance and facilitates a more 
comprehensive analysis. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The analysis of dream patterns among 50 
women revealed clear associations between specific 
dream phenomena and Dosha imbalances, providing 
insights into how these imbalances manifest in dreams. 
The pie chart demonstrates that Pitta-related dreams 
were the most frequent, with 77 occurrences, 
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accounting for 42% of the total dream patterns. These 
dreams, characterized by intense, fiery, and aggressive 
themes, align with Ayurvedic principles that attribute 
heat and transformation to the Pitta dosha. This finding 
suggests that individuals with elevated Pitta 
imbalances are more likely to experience vivid and 
disruptive dreams, consistent with Pitta’s role in 
governing aggression and heat [72-78].  

 
Figure. 2 Distribution of dream patterns associated 

with Dosha imbalances 

In close proximity, Vata-related dreams totaled 76 
occurrences, or 41% of the total Figure 2. These 
dreams were marked by disorganization, chaos, and 
fragmentation, reflecting the Vata dosha’s influence on 
instability and irregularity. This correlation 
underscores Vata's role in promoting erratic changes 
and mental disarray, which is mirrored in the dream 
patterns observed. Conversely, Kapha-related dreams, 
characterized by heavy and stagnant themes, were 
least frequent, with 39 occurrences representing 17% 
of the total. This lower frequency suggests that Kapha 
imbalances, associated with inertia and solidity, are 
less commonly reflected in the dream patterns studied 
[79-82]. The results substantiate the Ayurvedic view of 
the Tridosha system’s impact on mental and physical 
health, reinforcing how Dosha imbalances can manifest 
through dream experiences. The predominance of 
Pitta-related dreams reflects traditional Ayurvedic 
descriptions of Pitta as a force of transformation and 
intensity, suggesting that heightened Pitta imbalances 
may lead to more vivid and distressing dreams.  

In contrast, the association of Vata with chaotic 
and fragmented dreams supports the view that Vata 
imbalances can disrupt mental stability and result in 
disorganized dream experiences. The lower incidence 
of Kapha-related dreams is consistent with Kapha’s 
nature of heaviness and stability, indicating that this 
Dosha’s imbalances are less likely to be reflected in 
dream patterns. Integrating modern psychological 
perspectives on dreams, which often focus on cognitive 
and emotional processing, complements these 

Ayurvedic insights. This synthesis provides a 
contemporary understanding of how dreams can 
reflect mental states and health conditions. The study 
highlights the potential of dream analysis as a 
diagnostic and therapeutic tool in Ayurveda, 
suggesting that interpreting dream patterns in relation 
to Dosha imbalances could enhance diagnostic 
accuracy and inform tailored therapeutic approaches 
for women’s health. Future research should build on 
these findings by incorporating larger and more 
diverse samples, examining the influence of lifestyle 
and environmental factors on dream patterns, and 
integrating additional Ayurvedic diagnostic tools to 
further refine the use of dream analysis in holistic 
health assessments. 

CONCLUSION 

Dream phenomena offer a unique lens through 
which to understand and treat Tridosha imbalances in 
Ayurveda. By combining traditional knowledge with 
modern insights, practitioners can enhance diagnostic 
and therapeutic practices, particularly in women’s 
health. The analysis of dream patterns among 50 
women revealed distinct associations between dream 
phenomena and Dosha imbalances, offering valuable 
insights into how these imbalances manifest in dreams. 
The data illustrated that Pitta-related dreams were the 
most frequent, accounting for 42% of the total 
occurrences with intense, fiery, and aggressive themes, 
consistent with Pitta's role in Ayurveda as governing 
heat and transformation. Vata-related dreams followed 
closely, representing 41% of the total, characterized by 
disorganization, chaos, and fragmentation, reflecting 
Vata’s influence on instability and irregularity. Kapha-
related dreams were least frequent, making up 17% of 
the total, with themes of heaviness and stagnation, 
aligning with Kapha's association with solidity and 
inertia. These findings reinforce the Ayurvedic 
understanding of the Tridosha system's impact on 
mental and physical health, suggesting that specific 
dream patterns can effectively indicate dosha 
imbalances. Integrating modern psychological 
perspectives on dreams, which focus on cognitive and 
emotional processes, complements these insights, 
highlighting the potential of dream analysis as a 
diagnostic and therapeutic tool in Ayurveda.  
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